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laugh, ' Why, Sir, Tom Davies might have written The Conduct of the Allies' Poor Tom being thus suddenly dragged into ludicrous notice in presence of the Scottish Doctors, to whom he was ambitious of appearing to advantage, was grievously mortified. Nor did his punishment rest here ; for upon subsequent occasions, whenever he, ' statesman all over1/ * assumed a strutting importance, I used to hail him —' the Authour of T/te Conduct of the Allies.'
When I called upon Dr. Johnson next morning, I found him highly satisfied with his colloquial prowess the preceding evening. 'Well, (said he,) we had good talk2.' BOSWELL. 'Yes, Sir; you tossed and gored several persons8.'
The late Alexander, Earl of Eglintoune4, who loved wit more than wine, and men of genius more than sycophants, had a great admiration of Johnson; but from the remarkable elegance of his own manners, was, perhaps, too delicately sensible of the roughness which sometimes appeared in Johnson's behaviour. One evening about this time, when his Lordship did me the honour to sup at my lodgings with Dr. Robertson and several other men of literary distinction, he regretted that Johnson had not been educated with more refinement, and lived more in polished society. ' No, no, my Lord, (said Signor Baretti,) do with him what you would, he would always have been a bear.1 ' True, (answered the Earl, with a smile,) but he would have been a dcmcing bear.'
To obviate all the reflections which have gone round the world to Johnson's prejudice, by applying to him the epithet of a bear6, let me impress upon my readers a just and happy saying of my friend Goldsmith, who knew him well: ' Johnson, to be sure, has a roughness in his manner; but
1 See the hard drawing of him in Churchill's Rosciad. BOSWELL. See ante, i, 452, note 4.
a For talk, scc/ew/, under March 30,1783.
a Sce_^w/, Oct. 6,1769, and May 8,1778, where Johnson tosses Bos-well.
4 See post, Sept. 22,1777, and Boswell's Hebrides, Nov. i, 1773.
6 See post, Nov. 27,1773, note, April 7,1775, and under May 8,1781.
no that produced them.'   Johnson's Works, viii. 203.
